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MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.50 pm]: In May 2015 WA Labor released our consultation paper asking for 
views and comments on what we should do to stop puppy farming. As this is a complex issue, I invited key 
stakeholders to come together to share their expert knowledge, and to investigate and report into best practice 
solutions. The committee met over twelve months to undertake its research and formulate its final report. The 
report from this committee titled “Puppy Farming in Western Australia—why this trade needs to end and 
recommendations to achieve this” was released publically in September 2015 in a media conference with the 
support of DogsWest, Shenton Park Dog’s Refuge Home, RSPCA, Oscar’s Law, veterinarians, lawyers and 
expert advocates. In the following weeks committee members presented the report and provided briefings to the 
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition.  

In May 2016, using the recommendations from this committee and reflecting responses to our consultation 
paper, WA Labor released our policy to stop puppy farming. Central to the success of this policy will be the 
formation of an advisory group of industry experts to drive the staged implementation of our policy including 
a centralised registration system, education for consumers, mandatory standards and prosecuting responsibility, 
and transitioning pet shops into adoptions centres that can sell puppies only from rescue organisations or 
approved animal shelters. Since the release of our policy, I have personally tabled supporting petitions from 
2 475 signatories. I have another 604 signatures still to be tabled, which means a total of more than 
3 000 signatures. Dogs are important members of many families and they deserve our love and protection. 
Together we must put an end to puppy farming and the supply chain that underpins it. 
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